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Preparing All Students for the 21st Century
The Santa Ana 
Virtual 
Academy is 
committed to 
preparing our 
students for 
success in the 
21st Century.  
Our efforts are 
aligned with the 
goals and 
aspirations of 
the Santa Ana 
Unified School 
District.



How High School Works…Let’s Do the Math
To graduate high school, students need 220 course credits:

• Courses are divided into semesters.

• Each completed semester course that a student passed (with an A, B, C, or D) 
earns 5 credits.  Students planning on attending a four-year college must earn 
Cs or better.  If they don’t, they retake the class.

• Six classes each semester allows you to earn 30 credits/semester.

• Two semesters each year allows you to earn 60 credits each year.

• Fours years of high school allows you to 240 credits…you need 220 credits to 
graduate.

• If you fail a required course, you must retake it until you pass it.

5 credits x 6 classes x 2 semesters x 4 years = 

240 credits



High School Graduation Requirements

(3) Years of Math:
Algebra I
Geometry
Another year of math (2) Years of 

Physical Education

History/
Social Studies:
World History

US History
*Economics

*Government
(semester courses)

Ethnic Studies
(beginning with the 

Class of 2027)

(2) Years of 
Science:
Life science
Physical science

(2) Years of Foreign Language 
(must be 2 years of the same 

language)

(4) Years of English:
English 9
English 10
English 11
English 12

(10) 
Semesters of 

Elective 
courses

(1) Year of Visual/ 
Performing Arts    
(VAPA)



Graduation Check Form

This is how we track the 
courses that students 
have completed.  You 
can find a copy of this 
form on the SAVA 
website and keep your 
own record.



Fall, 2022
High School Course 
Offerings

Make sure you pay attention to the Course Legend 
so that you know what type of classes are available.



English 
CoursesENGLISH H AP UC CR

English 9 X X X
English 10 X X X
English 11 X X
English 12 X X
English Language (Gr 11) X X
English Literature (Gr 12) X X

Students must take (4) 
years of English.

Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses are available in 
Grades 11 and 12. 



History/
Social Studies 
Courses
Students must take (2) year-long 
courses and (2) semester courses 
in History/Social Studies.

Advanced Placement (AP) courses 
are available for all required 
history/social studies courses 
except Ethnic Studies.

Students who are members of 
the Class of 2027 must complete 
the Ethnic Studies course.

SOCIAL SCIENCE H AP UC CR

World History X X X

US History X X X

Economics X X X

Government X X X

Ethnic Studies X*



Math
Courses
Students must take (3) years of 
mathematics.

Students must pass Algebra I, 
Geometry, and another math 
class.

Students who plan on 
attending a 4-year college 
should take a fourth year of 
mathematics.

MATHEMATICS H AP UC CR
Algebra Readiness (Sp Ed only)

Algebra I X X X
Geometry X X X
Algebra II X X
Introduction to Data Science X
Math Analysis X X
Calculus X



Science
Courses
Students take (2) years of 
science.

Students must pass a life 
science and a physical 
science.

Students who plan on 
attending a 4-year college 
should take a third year of 
science.

SCIENCE H AP UC CR

Biology X X X

Environmental Science X X

Chemistry X X

Earth Science (Sp Ed only)

Human Anatomy/ Physiology X

Physics X



Foreign 
Language
Courses
Students take (2) years of the 
same foreign language.

Placement in Spanish is based on 
results from the Spanish 
Placement Test taken in 8th grade.

Students who plan on attending a 
4-year college should take a third 
year of foreign language.

Students who want to earn the 
Seal of Biliteracy must complete 
(4) years of foreign language.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE H AP UC CR
French I X
French II X
French III X
Spanish Language & Culture A X
Spanish Language & Culture B X
Spanish I X X
Spanish II X X
Spanish III X
AP Spanish Language X X
AP Spanish Literature X X



Visual and 
Performing 
Arts (VAPA)
Courses
Students must take (1) year 
of a VAPA course.

Additional VAPA courses 
count as elective credits.

VISUAL AND PERFORMING 
ARTS H AP UC CR

Drama I X

Drama II X

Drama III X

Drawing and Painting I X

Drawing and Painting II X

Drawing and Painting III X

Music Appreciation X X



Physical 
Education
Courses
Students must take (2) years of 
PE.

Students under the age of 16 
must be enrolled in a PE course 
even if they have completed 
the two required years.

Additional PE courses count as 
elective credits.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION H AP UC CR

Adaptive PE (Sp Ed only)

Competitive Athletics

Physical Education Course 1

Physical Education Course 2



Career and 
Technical 
Education (CTE)
Courses
Students MAY take any CTE 
courses they are interested in.

CTE courses count as either 
VAPA credits or as elective 
credits.

Students who complete the 
two-course sequence may take 
a third course for college credit 
in partnership with Santa Ana 
College.

CAREER AND TECHNICAL ED (CTE) H AP UC CR
Arts/Graphics I X
Art of Social Media Design X
Art of TV/Video Production X
Advanced Art of TV/Video 
Production X
Criminal Justice X



Elective 
Courses
Students must earn 50 
elective credits. 

Elective credits can be 
earned by completing any of 
these courses as well as 
courses in other 
departments.

ELECTIVES H AP UC CR
Academic Support (Sp Ed only)

AVID I X*
AVID II X*
AVID III X*
AVID Senior Seminar X*
Psychology/Sociology X*
Speech X*



How Students Select Courses for Next Year
Students will complete their High School Course Request 
form on line.

The link to this Google form will be posted in students’ 
English Canvas courses.

Students must complete the form by Friday, April 22.

Every effort will be made to honor students’ requests.  

Students will be scheduled into those courses that are 
required for high school graduation before those courses 
that are not required.

Students who do not complete the High School Course 
Request form will be scheduled into available courses 
after those students who did complete this form.



Students with IEPs
SAVA is honored to serve students with Individualized Education Plans 
(IEPs). New Special Education students must have a transitional IEP to 
ensure that SAVA will be able to meet their needs.  We are able to provide 
the following Special Education options based on a student’s IEP:

• Full inclusion for students in the General Education program who require 
no support

• Full inclusion for students in the General Education program who require 
one period of Academic Support (elective class)

• Full pull out for students in the Moderate/Severe Special Education 
Program

• Speech services

• Adult Transition Program for students who have completed Grade 12



Honors and Advanced Placement Classes
Students may select Honors and/or Advanced Placement level courses when 
they are available.

If a student makes this choice, there must be evidence that the student is 
likely to be successful in this level of course.  Such evidence includes:

• Current grades of As and Bs

• Teacher recommendation

• GATE-identified

SAVA students are also eligible to earn the SAUSD  Seal of Biliteracy.  

Details and requirements can be found on the SAVA website.



A Look at the 2022-2023 Bell Schedule

Please note the following changes:

• Modified days will now be Mondays
• Office hours are slightly different



Coming in 2022 – 2023
SAVA has been listening to you and we are so excited to share that next year SAVA will 
be adding:

• Counselors who will be dedicated to working exclusively with SAVA students

• Students are getting new laptop computers!

• Regularly scheduled, in person social opportunities for those who want them

• Clubs:  Some of the clubs we hope to offer include:

• Esports and Gaming

• QSA

• Newspaper/Journalism

• World Cultures

• Model United Nations

• Dance

Don’t see a club that you would like to?  
Email Miss Hinshaw with your ideas and 
we will try to find an advisor.



QUESTIONS?
Email Miss Hinshaw:

lisa.hinshaw@sausd.us


